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A fabulous crag that is now established as the most popular sport climbing venue
in the south of the UK. With its large number of climbs spread across the grades,
great weather, sheltered aspect and easy access, a day rarely goes by without
something getting done. Most of the climbing is technical and sustained, with the
odd crack and corner providing some variety. As a welcome bonus the bolting is
usually fairly friendly. Although at busy times it can become crowded, there are
plenty of climbs to go round and a wander off to the lesser visited sections of the
crag or outlying spots will often pay dividends. It can become very hot here and
during these periods the shade of the afternoon will provide the best conditions.
In the colder months it can be pleasantly warm on sunny mornings when most of
the rest of the UK is wet, windy, cold, or all three. There is also a very well-used
beginners' wall (The Bonsai Area) set up for groups and individuals to cut their
teeth on. This has an array of short, bolted routes in the lower grades - however,
be aware, these are polished and many are poorly bolted and not pleasant

for learning to lead on. In front of The Cuttings is a massive area of boulders,
scree and dense vegetation that runs down to the sea - this is the The Cuttings
Boulderfield which is fully covered in the Rockfax book - Dorset Bouldering.
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Pete Scott stretching out on the technical and sequency moves IS
of Nightmare Scenario (7c) - p.352 - at The Cuttings. The old
railway cutting that gives the crag its name is easily identified
and beyond is the Cuttings Boulderfield. Photo: Jon Butters
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Approach

Drive through Easton towards Southwell to the Church Ope carpark. Walk back up the

road for 50m, and at the tiny Portland Museum, turn right onto Church Ope Road. Follow
the road under an arch and down to a flat area with some benches. From here, take the
coast path (not the path to Church Ope Cove) to a wide track which leads to The Cuttings
in a couple of minutes. The New Cuttings is the first cliff reached, quickly followed by The
Cuttings cliff itself. The Bower is well hidden only metres from The Cuttings. The Sunlovers
Slab is down by the sea and Nicodemus Knob and The Knobs are approached from
another parking area - for detailed approach descriptions, see the relevant sections dealing
with these cliffs.

Conditions

The Cuttings provides an important cold weather venue for locals and visitors to Portland
alike. When the wind is blowing a strong westerly or northwesterly (not uncommon) this
crag is the place to be. The Cuttings catches the morning sun, and is very quick drying, with
virtually no seepage. In very hot weather, when the west coast crags are like ovens, The
Cuttings is a haven of shade from mid-afternoon. Much the same can be said of the rest of
the crags, although Sunlovers Slab is right next to the sea (not advised in rough conditions)
and Nicodemus Knob is exposed, being on top of the Isle.

Access

There are no access problems, but the cliff is very much in the public eye. Please do not hang
around on the track leading past the crag and keep noise/music to a minimum. If the carpark
is full there is on street parking available.

SUOI323UIP 10} UIS

GPS 50.539721
@) 2431663
Church Ope

carpark

Cove Park

p.9

The Cuttings

Sunlovers Slab
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The New Cuttins

& A great little crag that is almost always in condition. It

has a good set of short and technical routes in both the

i higher and lower grades. Some of the harder lines have

boulder problem starts that are often climbed/attempted

£ in their own right. The crag is very sheltered and gets

€ sun from early in the day.

i Approach (map and overview p.331) - Walk down

@ Church Ope Road under an arch and down to a flat area

.

with some benches. From here, take the coast path (not

¥ the path to Church Ope Cove) to a wide track which

leads to The Cuttings in a couple of minutes. The New
Cuttings is the first encountered on the approach track
and is partially hidden by a low embankment on the left
of the track.

© undercut Arete

The short arete at the far left end of the crag is an interesting
excursion that eases after the initial arete.

FA. Nigel Coe 4.2.1989

Private Dancer ... {i} @ m |:| HVS 6a .

W Starting just right of Undercut Arete gain and leave a short,
¥l hanging flake and join Undercut Arete to finish.

FA. Mick Ward 8.2017

A AL ] wssa

§ Climbs the left-hand side of the calcite sheet and a tiny corner
B right of Undercut Arete. Move left under the very large detached

% block roof to finish as for Undercut Arete.

@ FA. Tim Dunsby, Nigel Coe 13.5.1989

Calcite Dance IE :l HVS 5a

Begin 4m right of Undercut Arete. Gain a narrow ledge via a

&8 mantelshelf move and then go diagonally left, across the calcite
B sheet to reach and finish up Undercut Arete.

FA. Mick Ward 8.2017

AL Tvssa

Silent Boulder

. From the ledge of Calcite Dance move up right to another. Finish [

up the bolted line of Out with the Old to its lower-off.
FA. Scott Titt, Nigel Coe 11.2.1989

O out with the 0Id

Start up the flowstone wall right of Silent Boulder.
A. Marti Hallett 19.1.2017

@ In With The New
Climbs the crack-line. Keep your foot off the large flake/block on

he right at this grade. It is best if the third clip is extended.
FA. Marti Hallett 19.1.2017

| ' Winnie the Pooh
¥ Climb from the flowstone patch left of the deep corner, up the

wall to the flake-crack at the top, then step right to the lower-off.
FA. Sarah Perrett 21.3.2018. The line of On the Boil, a V'S which fell down.

< Puffin Billy

avoided due to uncertainty about the stability of the roof.

FA. Tim Dunsby 7.5.1989

; @ Head of Steam

An older line now released from the ivy and bolted. Follow the

¥ left-hand side of the arete via some bouldery moves up to the
i break, and finish at a lower-off up to the right.
i FA. Pete Oxley 11.1990

CD Sublimation Arete
® The right-hand side of the Head of Steam arete using undercuts

and steering clear of the big ledge on Loco.

8l (A. Marti Hallett 26.1.2017

EILAL T hvsso

The roof-capped and ivy-filled corner left of Head of Steam. Best §

@ Magic Roundabout
® A traverse of the breaks. Start up Sublimation Arete. Follow the
# strangely compelling break to finish atop Limbo Dancer. A few

t cams and long slings prove helpful.
8§ 4. Mick Ward 25.9.2020

STBAERAL ] wssb

g The face past a ledge at 2m to a lower-off on Sublimation Arete.

FA. Nigel Coe, Tim Dunsby, Scott Titt 13.5.1989

@ The Fat Controller

‘& The very thin blind crack is a pleasing little pitch.
§ FA. Tim Dunsby (trad) 13.5.1989

D Descent Horizon {i} @ |§ l:' 6b+

A stiff but rewarding exercise up the left-facing corner via some
insecure and powerful manoeuvres.

24 (GBI ] b+

g A. Nigel Coe (trad) 5.5.1989

A hard and height dependant start is followed by a pause at the
@i break and a final heave over the roof. High in the grade.

FA. Pete Oxley 7.11.1990. Reclimbed in 1993 after losing a hold.

; @ Flowers on the Razor Wire

i Climb the thin corner with difficulty and then take the roof and

wall above via a troublesome sequence past a good hidden hold.
FA. Pete Oxley 7.11.1990
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& The flowstone pocked wall is both fingery and reachy. Finish

5 W TR
% : -h‘;

® Stompin' withBez .... {2} @ [E :l 7c

& A hideously hard and bouldery start 78 to a steep finish through
the capping roof. It can be started direct by dynoing to the
crimps and not swinging in from the pocket, at about f7¢.

B FA. Pete Oxley 7.11.1990. FA. (Direct start) Jim Kimber 11.1999

The Fibonacci Sequence

{ﬁﬁl@[ﬂ: 8a

& Climb direct up the arete right of Stompin' with Bezto a

desperate move to gain the layaway on Stompin' with Bez, finish |
over the capping roof. The initial moves are f7¢+.

FA. Jim Kimber 23.12.1999. Reclimbed after a hold breaking by John
Gaskins in ¢.2000

(20] Lats, Babes and Bolts. . {i} [r_] [ﬂ :l 7c

over the roof as for The Fibonacci Sequence. The first 3m is f7B. §
FA. Pete Oxley 29.8.1992

mBogusRoof..... ...... {i}[ﬂ:l 7b

Start up The Unworthy then fly leftwards over the roof. Bolt over i

the roof reported to be missing.
FA. Pete Oxley 4.5.1998

@D The Unworthy

A cracker. Short but steep, varied and surprisingly pumpy.
Begin up the left-leading flake to reach the break under the roof.
Traverse right and then make steep and committing moves back

§ left above the roof lip to gain the lower-off.
| FA. Joff Cook 29.8.1992

@ The Vulcanites
A good alternative first half to The Unworthy.

B FA. Pete Oxley 29.6.1996

fj @ peadiosski Must Die.... 324 (AR 17

&8 Unusual and awkward climbing up a layback pod making good
B use of crimps and knee-bars.

FA. Pete Oxley 25.2.1995

: @ Leer of Beethoven .. .. {i} |§ EI I:I 7b+

™ A very hard sequence from the mid-height undercut. Linking

leftwards into Deadlosski Must Die is 7h and the variant using
the upper right-hand arete is 7a+.
FA. Mike Robertson 7.5.1994. FA. (Variations) Pete Oxley 29.6.1996

i Climb up the wide layback crack and, from its top, move up and

g left to the lower-off. Top of the grade.

FA. John Leonard 19.5.2008

'Buddleia Boulevard

Up the left-hand crack behind the tree has a hard start.
FA. Mick Ward 14.7.2011

i Skaterdater

& Up the right-hand crack.

FA. Mick Ward 14.7.2011

%) Elephant on Rollerskates . {i} Iil :I 5a

An appealing climb that follows the flowstone sheet left of a
shallow corner. Start on the left and move up to a good hold

before stepping right into the corner. Continue up the corner and .

wall above to finish.
FA. Scott Titt 1990s

\Y Limbo Dancer
Start at the base of the shallow corner. Make a hard move up the

corner and then climb the wall on the right via good small ledges §
PR just left of the arete to a ledge. Head up and right to finish.
e /. Jon Howell 27.4.2008

¢

. @Julia Edwards

The direct start to Limbo Dancer. Move up to a pocket and
continue to three small crimps, use these to launch up to the
break. Easier moves lead into the finish of Limbo Dancer.

Bl FA. Sam Ferguson 19.6.2017

. (3] Beeching's Tracks . {i} m [E :’ E16a

# The hairline crack to the right is both fingery and technical.

FA. Nigel Coe 7.5.1989

- @Tipping the Scales .... {i} [il :I 7a

B4 The short blank wall is a very tough little cookie.

FA. Steve Taylor 23.4.1994

(34) Pop for the Top
The thin crack in the wall just right of Tipping the Scales is

1:_1 another short, but fingery exercise. Do what it says on the tin.
8 FA. Mick Ward 10.5.2008

§ €2 Two Nuns, a Hang-glider and Jesus

........................ {i}@l:l 6a

The steep corner with bolts on its right wall. Finish up the short ¥8

wall above. Upgraded after hold loss.

FA. Scott Titt 1990s
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@Nobody Runs for Free ........ {i}:l 6b
% Okay climbing moving rightwards across the headwall to finish.
& FA. Pete Oxley 1.12.1994

@TheRunningMan................:l 6c+

A tricky piece of climbing that heads up right to join the upper
section of Bend Sinister. Start up Nobody Runs for Free and
break right across the wall at the first tufa curtain to join and
finish up Bend Sinister.

FA. Mark Williams, Gavin Symonds 10.4.1998

@BendSinister.............{g}@:l Ta+

A really good pitch that features a stout start and a technical
sequence to surmount the flowstone.
FA. Pete Oxley 7.11.1990

(39) Plyometrically Speaking

¥ One for the woody merchants. Good climbing but it has seen

very few successful ascents over the years.
FA. Pete Oxley 12.6.1994

The Cuttings The New Cuttings

@Lernmg(urve......{i}.ljl:l 6b

The slim corner-crack is a very enticing line that succumbs to
good technique and determination.
FA. Nigel Coe, Scott Titt (trad) 5.3.1989

@ Ahead of the Curve. ... ST AR | 6b+

A worthy alternative finish to Learning Curve that heads off up

steep ground above the corner-crack of Learning Curve.
FA. Marti Hallett 3.2.2018

| @ The Blandford Weasel . {i} Ig IE B2

A miniature grit arete with some wicked moves.
FA. Pete Oxley 28.4.1996

) Cold Fusion ..............5¢ B[ ]ea

The crack-line to a difficult exit on to the headwall.

B 4. Scott Titt (trad) 7.5.1989

¥ @ The Man Who Can’t be Moved . [El I:I 6c+

& A couple of tough and reachy moves off the ledge access
® friendlier ground above.
8 [A. Adam Perrett 17.2.2019

The Cuttlngs

Embarklng on the intense sequence of the The Cuttings

classic testpiece Want Out (7b+) - p.349. This segment of

The Cuttings is the centrepiece of the area when it comes

.~ to top-draw hard pitches with the established classics
- of Breathing Method (8a) and Hall of Mirrors (7c) to the

. Climber's left and New Saladin (6¢) and Hurricane on a
M//lpond (Sa) to his right. Photo Mark Gla|ster
; '7" i

K
:'3.

=
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Cave Hole

EU

& } The Kr;t;hs
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Bonsai Area
The far left-hand end of The Cuttings has lots of very
popular lower-grade routes that are getting very polished.
The difficulties keep themselves well hidden and some
of the routes have been upgraded. It is worth noting
that some of the bolts are not well placed for the harder
moves, and there is an unhealthy number of ledges, so
care must be exercised when leading here. The lines
are slightly awkward to distinguish, so pause and check
before you climb.
Approach (map and overview p.331) - Follow Church
Ope Road under an arch and down to a flat area with
some benches. From here, take the coast path (not the
path to Church Ope Cove) to a wide track which leads
to The Cuttings in a couple of minutes. This wall is just
above the track that drops down between The New
Cuttings and The Cuttings.

oEat,Stick,andDie |:I 3a

The first short line on the wall. Move up to the second bolt and
using an undercut, traverse up right to a lower-off.

O we're Only Placing Bolts For Nigel. . I:] 3b
Climb up and move left to the second bolt to join the short
traverse of Eat Stick, and Die to finish.

€ Cheese and Pickle. ............. I:l 5a

A difficult and fluttery pitch. Move up onto a ledge and climb
direct to a lower-off. Climbing up on the left is equally difficult.
Watch out for the ledge below.

oParsnipSoup................ Iﬂl:l 5b

A testing little pitch. Climb the shallow rib and finish on some
very sloping holds.

(5 ) Corporal Punishment............. I:l 5a

Move up onto a ledge. Climb the steep wall via some pockets
and high friction crimps.

GOnManoeuvres..................:l 3b

Very polished. Gain a ledge with difficulty and finish more easily
up the wall and breaks to a lower-off.

oArcAngel.......................:l 3a

Make very difficult moves onto a ledge at 3m. Move up and right
past a large pocket to finish.

QCharityWorkMate....... I:l 3a
Make an awkward move up onto a ledge at 3m, and then climb
direct to a lower-off.

OMagical Misty Tour........... I:l 4a

Climb cracks, ledges and walls to a shared lower-off.

@Bonsai .............. :l 3¢

Climb to the left of the bolts all the way to the top and reach
right to clip the lower-off.

mStingintheTaiI I:l 6a

Climb direct to a good break below the final wall. Climb the
wall with difficulty, right of the bolts and reach left to clip the

lower-off.
@Baron‘sRevenge............. :lk

Climb a short technical corner and a final delicate wall.
FA. Steve Taylor 11.4.2008

@ChickenBoy................. I:l 3¢

Sustained climbing up the white wall on sloping holds.
FA. Steve Taylor 11.4.2008

A AR
l/ Sheltered

Bonsai Area The Cuttings 339

@ Tantrums and Tiaras ........ [E :] 4a

Start up the narrow groove right of Chicken Boy and left of a
narrow corner.
FA. Steve Taylor 11.4.2008

@Sean:] 4c

Follow the narrow corner.
FA. Sarah Perrett 12.11.2017

@WOSunnyDays.............. {‘3}:] 3¢

Nice climbing to the right of the narrow corner.
FA. Steve Taylor 11.4.2008

@ Choose Your Own Adventure. . . :] 5¢

The girdle traverse is not really a good idea unless the crag is
deserted - a rare occurrence (line not shown on topo). Start up
Fat,Stick, and Die and finish at the top of The Sod taking the
easiest/best line and belays when required.

FA. Nick Sexton, Tony Yates 20.8.2010

Portland East | Portland West

ﬁéeston Cliff

Cheyne Cliff
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Mindmeld Area
A popular section of the cliff with a range of grades and a
couple of the most attempted routes on Portland.
Approach (map and overview p.331) - Follow Church
Ope Road under an arch and down to a flat area with
some benches. From here, take the coast path (not the
path to Church Ope Cove) to a wide track which leads
to The Cuttings in a couple of minutes. This wall is just
above the junction of the track that drops down between
The New Cuttings and The Cuttings to meet the main
approach track.

Juggernaut ................. [ﬂ':’ 5b

Climb up and right before making some hard moves up and
right again to get established in the upper break. Finish direct.

Rock Lobster ............ [EI:] 5a

The slim groove gives a sustained and demanding pitch with a
hard initi_al 3m.

W /4
Y P9 W
. 5 min [ Sheltered.

111)
© Amazonia................... {i}:l 4c

A good climb. Start just right of the initial bolt and pull up into
the corner. Follow the corner and flake-line to the top.

2 The Great Hamburger Disaster. {i} I:l 5a
An enticing line. Climb the crack-line to an awkward exit below
the short final wall.

2 Definitely Maybe {i}m:l 6a+

The narrow wall is best taken to the right of the bolts.

D Little Chef ............... 500 B[ | sc

The groove with an old peg is hard to enter.

D ittlesod............... 8B Jeb

The right side of the arete, between Little Chefand The Sod. Do

ot start as for The Sod but on the arete to the left.
A. Steve Muncaster 2.2.2007

o

¥

The Sod {i}[[l@:l 6a

The big corner at the base of the track that runs down under
this section of the crag has some long reaches. Although it has
become polished, it is still about right at the current grade, but
is a little tougher for the short.

LupDup.............{i}lﬂ:l 6a+

Climb to the first bolt on Mindmeld, then traverse left to the
second bolt on The Sod. From here, trend up and left using the
undercut flake to gain the arete joining and finishing up Little
Sod. Sounds contrived but it is a pretty good route.

@ Mindmeld {E}IE: Ta+

Climb direct up the arete, keeping out of the corner all the way
to the ledge. At the top, head left to join The Sod.
FA. Mike Vaicaitis 19.7.1995

mSign of theVulcan ... {3} EI IE I:l Tb+

A thin crux with a split pocket gives a terrific testpiece.
! FA. Pete Oxley 4.9.1994
- 537

Mindmeld Area The Cuttings 347

@ Hillman The Hunter .... ... {i} [ZI :] 6b+

Pass the brick wall with one peculiar hard move.
FA. Steve Taylor 13.1.1991

@HoleintheWaII :] E15¢

The trad crack and shallow groove to the right of Hillman The
Hunter finishing on the left to reach the brick wall and top above.
FA. G.Hounsome, D.Gunn 22.5.1977

@FIyingPeach................ {i}:] 6b

Follow the clean wall to the right of Hole in the Wall.
FA. John Leonard 31.7.2007

) Grapefruit takes a Whipper ... {i} :] 6a+

A Start above the rift and make some good moves up the wall.
W A. Steve Muncaster 31.7.2007

2 @ princessand thePea............. | 6b+

% The wall just right of the corner.

FA. Nic Hellyer 2000s

@ritlowTalk.............. 3B J6c

¥ The wall just left of the arete.

FA. Nic Hellyer 2000s

Neddyfields ‘
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© pumbfounded. ... {i} [D m IE :l 7b

The blank wall just to the right of The Cutting Edge is possibly
7h+ for shorties, but only 7a+ for the tall.
FA. Martin Crocker 15.4.1990

1 (3] Rusty Chubblock Seeks 0il of Lubrication

# This route has stumped many over the years. The first bolt is

SeS shared with Lusty Wedlock Needs Coil of Prevention.
ey 4 FA. Martin Crocker 15.4.1990

Cutting Edge Area
The left-hand end of the main section of The Cuttings
has a few good hard routes, interspersed with some
equally good easier corners, cracks and aretes.
Approach (map and overview p.331) - Follow Church

-

Area‘ Needles ‘ Swanage ‘ Lulworth | Portland East | Portland West

Ope Road under an arch and down to a flat area with Om ; {i} IE I:l ;
e Mermaid............. 7a T
Som b%’:fheﬁ' gromchere, ttake thde ctoas; pa;]th rgnlot :jhet Climb the faint crack-line mostly on its left-hand side. The crack B 0 Evening Mistress. ........ {g} |:] 6b
path o Bhurch Ope Cove) fo a wide lrack Which 16adS (0" 8 of craie and the Hex 5 s off limits. L \‘ A good little pitch. Climb the blank dihedral by some technical

The Cuttings in a couple of minutes. The wall begins as

the track below the crag comes close to the edge of the

cliff. The first feature is the prominent square-cut arete of
the excellent The Cutting Edge - a crag classic.

FA. John Leonard 18.8.2019

%) Chalkie and the Hex5 .... {2} Iﬂ :l 5¢

The appealing full-height crack demands good technique.

b xg bridging and strenuous layback moves.
FA. Pete Oxley 18.12.1988

| @ Men Behaving Badly .. SRR 1 7a+

afeuems ‘ YuoM[N] | 35B3 pUBIOg | ISaM puepiod

Photo p.346. .4 The wall and flowstone rib. Stepping in from the left is 7a.
© DiedinYour Arms......... {:\%} IE :’ o FA. C.Ellison, H.Venables (trad) 1981 <y FA. Rob Kennard 21.7.2010 b
P The left wall of The Cutting Edge arete starting in the trench as 2 S Z 3.
for its direct start. Make a hard rockover onto a sloping ledge "' The Ramp................ {i} @ :l 5a W Amen Corner............ {2} :] 5a &

™ The ramp to a roof which is passed on its right. You can also go
left of the roof to reach the belay on Chalkie and the Hex 5.

The slim corner in the arete is an intense and rewarding pitch. ™
Pull steeply to gain the corner which leads to the top E

wv---.z-'*m“kzgq P

'h

sa|paaN

8 and continue straight up past two good pockets. A blank section

forces you to use the arete, but stay to its left.
#8 FA. Marti Hallett 25.3.2018

(7] Lusty Wedlock Needs Coil of Prevention

eThe(uttingEdge... ..... R ] I ] . {ﬁm@: Tb+
The eye-catching arete is short but immaculate. Most finish on 8 3"~ fmgery .s;e&;Jer'lce R e

the left at the top but the right-hand side also goes, although it ; FA. Pete Oxley 27.10.1994

is a bit tougher A direct start is 7a. Photo p.359. . o

3]0H 9Ae)
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Matt Parker worklng out the best way of progressmg
to the break from the top of the groove of the brilliant N
Another Notch in the Gun (6b) - p.357 - at The Cuttings _
: Mark Glaister
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@Mousefolk...............{E}IE:’ 6¢

Delicate arete climbing. Keep out of the groove.
FA. Martin Crocker 15.4.1990

®1o0 Many Cooks Spoil the Broth

A fingery and tenuous little wall climb with a distinct crux. Keep

away from the crack of Jam on the right.
FA. Pete Oxley 5.11.1990

@Jam{é}:l 4c

Climb the jamming crack - that doesn't necessarily need to be

jammed. A spot favoured by roosting pigeons that seem unfazed

by the continual passage of climbers.
FA. Unknown. Bolted in 2002

,‘.;,@TheMantelist............{i}[ﬂ:l 6b

& A tight eliminate up the narrow wall between Jam and Chips
¥y With Everything. No use of the cracks on either side for

~ the grade. Shares two bolts low down prior to a couple of

& precarious mantelshelf sequences.

& [A. John Leonard 12.11.2017

g Chips with Everything.... {i} I:l 5a

" The crack, small overhang and short corner.
"\, FA. Dave Jones, J.Kenton (trad) 21.6.1981

& @ quality Family Day. .. LGSR Jac

A very pleasing climb that tackles the flake and flowstone corner

* to a high lower-off.
FA. Marti Hallett, Paul Fields 16.2.2008

ej@Dignity..................... {i}:l 5¢

:!" Varied climbing up the steep corner-crack and stuck-on
fossilized coral leads to a tricky finish.
) FA. Adam Perrett 18.11.2017

.é@TrueLove................ﬁ}@:l 6b+

| Move up over ledges and climb the committing arete direct on
| its left side. Move right at the top to a lower-off.
L\ FA. Marti Hallett 16.2.2008

-'@BridgetRiley.............{g}m:l 6b+

" The clean-cut corner is a fine little line that features an artistic
~ bridging sequence.
- FA. Nigel Coe, Tim Dunsby, Scott Titt (trad) 6.10.1991

‘@The Mind Terrorist .... {é} @ I:l 8a

: The flying arete is bouldery, powerful, hard and very good.
® FA. Pete Oxley 13.1.1991

£a

% @ Knockout Punch {ﬁ[[”ﬂl:l 7b+
A short-lived, but intense testpiece direct up the centre of the
face.

FA. Pete Oxley 2.10.1996

=

The Cuttings Cutting Edge Area

@SpicerDirect.........{g}lﬂ:l 6b

The wall and crack right of Knockout Punch.
FA. A.Legg, D.Goddard (trad) 1986

D Levitation by Proxy ...... {i} IE I:l 6¢

Take the pleasant wall to a narrow corner/groove and climb this

via some extremely technical moves to a steep final move.
FA. Mick Ward 19.10.2008

 That ivine Chill..........S5¢ B[ 1 éb

A good direct line incorporating a wall, corner and overhang.
FA. Gordon Jenkin, Nigel Coe (trad) 20.1.1990

@Finesse..................{i}@:l 7a

The arete starting up the wall to its right. Climb to a ledge, then
step left to ascend the arete direct, keeping well to the left of
the bolts.

FA. Mick Ward 29.11.2008

@HiddenTreasure..........{i}:l 6a

Climb the lower wall of Finesse, then follow the left side of the

three-part flake on the right to rejoin Finesse on top of the arete.
FA. John Leonard 3.12.2008

Cutting Edge Area The Cuttings 345

) Kestrel v.oevneernennennnnn. :] VS 4c¢

Start up Hidden Treasure and move right and climb the corner
right of Hidden Treasure.
FA. Dave Gunn, George Hounsome, Ken Winkworth 22.5.1977

@lookingforlove..........{E}[E:] 6b

A blunt arete leads to an airy mantelshelf move onto a well
positioned ledge at 2/3 height. Continue up the rib to a ledge and
a chain lower-off.

FA. Scott Titt (trad) 29.5.1990

Dbee s e e o i | HS b

An old and now heavily vegetated trad climb. Climb to the huge
perched block midway up the crag and up its right side until

. moves leftward access the top of the crag.

Portland East | Portland West

Swanage ‘ Lulworth
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Hall of Mirrors Area
The centrepiece of The Cuttings has the best climbing,
with some great routes across the grades. The rock
is clean, and the sheltered location makes this a
prime venue for hot summer afternoons or cold winter
mornings. With the harder routes, good conditions are
usually crucial for a successful ascent, since the climbing
is technical and requires good finger friction.
Approach (map and overview p.331) - Follow Church
Ope Road under an arch and down to a flat area with
some benches. From here, take the coast path (not the
path to Church Ope Cove) to a wide track which leads to
The Cuttings in a couple of minutes.

(1] Blowing the Gimp .... {i} IE [D :l Ta+

A difficult-to-read crux on hard-to-see holds in its mid-section.
FA. Pete Oxley 23.11.1994

O The Sears Tower .. {?,} IE [D I:l 7b+

Sustained crimping and smearing up the bald, grey wall.

& FA. Pete Oxley 4.11.1990

7 [PA N
/ il X Shellere

ey

The Cuttings Hall of Mirrors Area

P
O The Holy Hand Grenade{g} IE I:l 7a

Fine, sustained climbing up an open groove.
FA. Mike Robertson 26.11.1995

O Brief Encounter. . ... {2} Iﬂ I:l 6b

A great piece of climbing. The wide groove, mainly on its right-
hand side. The start is a boulder problem at about f5+.
FA. Tim Dunsby 6.10.1991

OChasing Highs.... 2t b+

The wall has some crimpy climbing to a rest followed by a
powerful upper section.
FA. Phil Belcher 2017

OlnfernaIDin..........{g}IEI:I 7b+

A hard and technical route with three difficult sections.
FA. Martin Crocker 2.10.1996

(7] European Flavour........ {?} I:l 6b

An fantastic route that features a lot of varied and tough
climbing. The start is a powerful boulder problem.
, Barry Clarke 2.10.1996

kil
OGourmet.................{g}:l 6b

0Old trad line now possible on bolts.
FA. George Hounsome (trad) 7.5.1979

(9] Europe Endless . .. {é} Iil @ :l 6¢

Climb the steep wall with a hard move to gain the corner.
FA. Pete Oxley 3.11.1990

(9 The Breathing Method 35 @ IE I:l 8a

A sequency power-problem through the mid-height overhang.
Originally the second crux was done as a layback all the way up
the groove, harder. Many now use a small crimp to rock up and
leftwards to overcome this section.

FA. Pete Oxley 24.4.1994

@ Hall ofMirrors........{s}@:l Tc

An impressive route that needs crisp conditions and features
some unusual moves to gain and climb the shallow groove.
Photo p.36.

§ FA. Pete Oxley 3.11.1990
% R T

Hall of Mirrors Area The Cuttings 349

@WantOut............{g}[E:] 7b+

The overhang-dotted corner is an excellent route with both
technical and strenuous climbing. Photo p.337.
FA. Martin Crocker 24.3.1991

® New saladin {2}:] 6¢

Wild moves up the crack and hanging corner above the start of
Want Out. A fine pitch, but avoid the prickly bush on the right.
FA. Pete Oxley 13.1.1991

Hurricane on a Millpond ... {g}[ﬂ :] 8a

One of the most technical face-moves in the area, best

accomplished on an ice-cold day.
FA. Pete Oxley 21.11.1996

@BobHunkhouse {2}:] f7A+

An excellent low-level boulder traverse gives great stamina
training. Stay low on crimps below the juggy break. Sections
stay dry the rain.

Needles ‘ Swanage ‘ Lulworth | Portland East | Portland West

Lighthouse Area

 Beeston Cliff

The Cuttings Lost Val Dungecroft Quarry|  Cheyne Cliff Neddyﬁel&s

The Knobs



350

sa|paaN ‘ abeuems ‘ YuoM[N] | 35B3 pUBIOg | ISaM puepiod

eajy asnoyybiy

fajjep s

3yl

sh

sqouy ayL

o
9
=
s
=
=
=y -

@Consommé...........{g}m:l 6a+

The long, thin layback flake is an outstanding line.
FA. Unknown. Unearthed and reclimbed by Jim Kimber 6.9.1997

mMartiChef...........{ﬁlﬂﬁl:’ 7b

A crimpy and technical line up the wall to the right of
Consommeé. The crack of Consommé is out of bounds.
FA. Andy Lamont, Sam Ferguson 24.7.2016

@Haute(uisine............{:\%}IEI:I Ta+

Technical face moves based around a very thin crack.
FA. Martin Crocker 16.4.1990

© The Mouth Waters ... {2} EI I:l Ta+

A pleasant, crimpy face climb with some good rests.
FA. Martin Crocker 16.4.1990

TwoFingers..............{?%}IEI:I 6a

Climb easily to a ledge. Make a difficult pull across a gap into

o the base of a corner and then follow it to a final fingery wall.

FA. Pete Oxley, Tim Dunsby 16.10.1983

T

| VY — 2
; Sheltered ; =
o — P

The Cuttings Hall of Mirrors Area

@ThreeFingers ﬁ:%lﬂl:l 6a

Climb easily to a ledge. From the right gain a smaller ledge on
the left with difficulty and then move up the small groove above

precariously to an easing below the final wall. Originally only 4c,

but the loss of one of the fingertips has made it much harder.

@so Long, Marianne........{i}m:l 6¢

Climb Three Fingers or Opus to the ledge. Technical moves on

the faint left rib lead to a pleasant slab and easy flake.
FA. Mick Ward 28.11.2016

Z/Opus{?}:l 5a

The wide corner/groove. A long and interesting pitch that
culminates in a spectacular pull over the roof on a good pocket.
Photo p.353.

Rusty the Red Neck Takes one for the Team

ﬁ}lﬂ:l 6a+

Start up Opus and move right onto the wall and up the arete.
FA. Neal Heanes 2002

D perihelion ............... 5% [6d[ ] eb+

The overhanging flake-crack provides a stiff obstacle.
FA. George Hounsome 7.5.1979

(26) Disobedience Contest .... {?} :l 6b

One for the old school who revel in jamming. Climb the crack,

and at its top, swing out left and finish up the wall and horizontal

breaks.
FA. Mike Robertson 17.11.1995

@ThePottingShed.........{i}:l 6a

The roof-capped corner right of Disobedience Contest.
FA. Scott Titt 1991

@ RulesisRules .............. {i}:l 6b+

An eliminate up the short arete.
FA. Marti Hallett 29.12.2011

O Wallflower.................. :l VS 4c

The vegetated corner starting midway up Rules is Rules.
FA. George Hounsome, Jim Titt, Scott Titt 2.4.1977

D LifeisLife ............... ¢ [&d[ ] 6b

& A steep and powerful start gains the upper arete.

FA. Marti Hallett, Steve Hau 21.12.2011

@ odBuffer ........... S AR Jeb

: The groove left of Live by the Sword is a varied pitch.
9

FA. Tim Dunsby, Nigel Coe, Scott Titt 2.11

- -

Hall of Mirrors Area The Cuttings

@LivebytheSword.........{g}[E:I Ta+

Fine, crimpy wall climbing on the headwall.
FA. Pete Oxley 5.2.1994

(33) Another Notch in the Gun. {@} :I 6b

Good climbing all the way. The first bolt is right of the crack
because of suspect rock. Photo p.343.
FA. Pete Oxley 14.1.1991

@FiggyDropwise...........{i}@:I 6c+

Technical moves, but spoilt by the possibility of escape onto
Another Notch in the Gun when the going gets tough.
FA. Mike Robertson 23.11.1995

D For Michéle ................. 32¢[___ ] 6a

Climb the lower wall to a ledge. Continue up a groove and
exciting blue flake. An excellent varied route. Long quickdraws

needed for the lower bulge and traverse right.
FA. Mick Ward 2.9.2016

(36) Dusty Fred's Winter Collection

& A good upper half is preceded by a slightly friable lower wall.
23.11.1

351
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Ectomorph...............{g}I:l 6a

Move up and left to a ledge and then follow the undercut line left
to a crack and finish up it. A wandering line with a big feel to it.

L Aperitif..................{g}I:l 5¢

Climb to the ledge on Ectomorph and continue up the corner.

oUnknownArete...........{i}[ﬂ:l 7a+

The square-cut arete above the ledge of Ectomorph.

1 O The Bournemouth Flyer .. {i} [D :’ 6b

| Good at bridging? If so, this is the route for you. There is one
i desperate clip for shorties.
FA. Tim Dunsby 29.4.1990

Modern Nightma;e Area

& At the far end of The Cuttings is a large roof-capped

corner flanked by some clean walls and aretes. Most
routes are in the higher grades, so the area is not often
busy. There are a few easier routes to the left.

The Cuttings Modern Nightmare Area

(5 ) Nightmare Scenario. .. {?} IE I:l 7c

Very sustained and technical, especially on the crux. The first
bolt is a krab-snapper so use a long sling. Photo p.329.
FA. Pete Oxley 25.2.1995

O Modem Nightmare ... {?} IE @ I:l 7a

The big corner has a hard bouldery start and a superb, pumpy
finish. The first bolt is a krab-snapper so use a long sling.
FA. Pete Oxley 29.4.1994

oBadDream.................. :’ E4 6a

A trad line which shares a corner with Modern Nightmare.
FA. Pat Littlejohn, Hugh Clarke 1.5.1981

Approach (map and overview p. 331) FoIIow Church
Ope Road under an arch and down to a flat area with

B some benches. From here, take the coast path (not the
= path to Church Ope Cove) to a wide track which leads to &

Main Crag to the far end, where the long corner taken by
Modern Nightmare is a prominent feature

.Flghtmg Torque ...... {Q}D@:l 8a

A ferocious testpiece with unlikely moves.

FA. Pete Oxley 14.4.1994

‘@UnderDuress......... {3}@@: 8a

-+ Start up Fighting Torque but continue direct with some hard

moves over the bulge and up the arete. An easier variation heads

out right to a small groove at 7b+.
“A. Bob Hickish 14.9.2010

; @ShiverMeTimbers........{i}:l 7a

The finger-crack and upper bulges are excellent. The beginning

has some fragile feeling holds.
FA. Pete Oxley 7.12.1985

* @ Weird shit, Keep Drilling. ..32¢ (&[] 6b+

Fine climbing on the arete and then past the upper roof.
FA. Joff Cook 14.3.1994

The Cuttings 353

HoII); Peristani on Opus (5a) - p.350l— at The

Cuttings. The Cuttings has lots of routes in the low

) ' to mid-grades that tend to follow strong lines up
#. corners and cracks while the harder lines take on
| the walls inbetween. Photo Sam Parsons

E
&
-
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The Cuttings The Dell : The Dell The Cuttlngs 355

Kimberley Lourengo Marques on Sun
Trap (3a) - p.356 - and in the background
Bridget Glaister heads up Godbeams (4c)
- p.356 - at The Bower. The Bower and its
neighbour The Dell are lovely venues very
close to (but hidden from) The Cuttings
main cliff. Photo: Mark Glaister

Portland East | Portland West

Lulworth

Swanage

Needles

T i

Cave Hole Lighthouse Area

‘ 1) uojsaag ‘ 9|0 aAe) ‘ea‘vasnuqxqﬁn‘ Sa|paaN ‘ abeuems ‘ Yuiomn] ‘1593 puejuiog ‘uampueumd‘
Beeston Cliff

The Dell
Well-hidden, but only metres away from the main action at The Cuttings, is this excellent section of cliff. The main area
of interest here is The Bower but just to the left (looking in) of it is a compact little crag that is a good option if The
Bower is busy which it often is.
Approach (map p.331) - Follow Church Ope Road under an arch and down to a flat area with some benches. From
here, take the coast path (not the path to Church Ope Cove) to a wide track which leads to The Cuttings in a couple
of minutes. Climb over the col via a short crack, directly opposite the route European Flavour on The Cuttings. Head
down rightwards to The Dell.

Godnor

splRyAppaN ‘ Joupoy

WD aufay)

Climb up the scoop to a lower-off on the headwall.
FA. Andy Dunford 29.3.2012

eTheNaughty(orner..............:| 4b Xerdna..................{i}.:] VS 4c

Climb the corner to a ledge on the right, then move up to the ; FoIIow the corner and crack passing the right end of the
2 : " i right-hand lower-off. The blocks on the top of the arete are solid 4 overhang Finish at the Hot Fuzz lower-off. Well-protected.
______ 5 e W R J > i EXe # and if treated with respect will remain that way. s A Nigel Coe, Scott Titt 27.1.1990

§ FA. Sarah Perrett 10.3.2012

HotFuzz.................{i}@:] 5¢
§ © West of Vanity Fare .............. :| 6b #l Start at the right corner of the blank face. Gain and traverse the
The left arete. A hard start from the crack (bottom right) up to g4 finger break to the arete. Climb the crack and wall above to exit

ledges leads to the arete. Finish direct to the left-hand lower-off. ¥ up the groove.
i FA. Adam Perrett 10.3.2012 #% FA. John Leonard 24.3.2012

oHotFIush................{i}:l E15¢ ODon‘tBringYourMum............:] 2a

The well-protected Trad crack passing the left end of the § From the top of the bank, follow the flake-crack to a ledge, then
overhang to finish at a lower-off. easy ground to a shared lower-off.
FA. Scott Titt, Nigel Coe, Tim Dunsby 29.4.1990 FA. Kath Edwards 19.3.2012
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The Bower
The Bower sits in front of the track that runs through The
Cuttings. The upper section - known as 'The Bower' - is
tucked away above a secluded raised ledge and has
some good lower-grade lines on sound and well-bolted
rock. The lower section - the so-called ‘Bottom Deckio' -
is a more substantial chunk of rock that has a limited but
really smart selection of grade 6s.
Approach (map p.331, overview p.354) - Follow Church
Ope Road under an arch and down to a flat area with
some benches. From here, take the coast path (not the
path to Church Ope Cove) to a wide track which leads to
The Cuttings in a couple of minutes. Climb over the col
via a short crack, directly opposite the route European
Flavour on The Cuttings itself. A short, steep path gains
The Bower itself and The Dell. To access the Bottom
Deckio of The Bower, walk down a steep scree-path just
beyond the end of the seaward cutting. This leads quickly
to the base of the wall.

(1] Whispering Gallery .............. |:| 2

Move up on good holds to a final steepening that is climbed
using some stuck-on blobs.
FA. Michéle Ireland 27.1.2009

<) All Bowered Out .......... AL ea

From the last bolt on Whispering Gallery traverse the crag
passing just below the horizontal roof to finish up Godbeams.
FA. Adam Perrett 18.8.2012

9 Queen of the New Year ........... |:| 3a

The line of bolts just right of Whispering Gallery.
FA. Sarah Perrett 7.2.2009

O sun Trap.ceeeeeiineennennnes {ﬁ |:| 3a

Start in a corner at a block. Move up the corner and gain and
then climb the narrow left-facing corner to a lower-off.

Photo p.354.
FA. Mick Ward 2.1.2009

O The Bumper Fun Book........ {ﬁ |:| 4a

Climb the corner - bolt on the right - to where it fades. Continue
up the wall to a lower-off.
FA. Mick Ward 2.1.2009

Tinkerbell ............... TR ea

The arete right of the corner is a brief, but excellent little climb.
Move up the right-hand side of the arete - technical - to a small
overhang, pull through this and climb a short wall to finish.

FA. Mick Ward 2.1.2009

0 Far From The Madding Crowd. . {ﬁ |:| 5¢

Pass the right-hand side of a stuck-on block and continue over
an overhang to a final couple of moves that lead to a lower-off.
FA. John Leronard 2.1.2009

O six Finger Exercise ........... {ﬁ |:| 6b+

A good (and quite stiff) line. Ascend the crack to the overhang,
then pull through it with difficulty.
FA. John Leonard 7.2.2009

O Godbeams . ................. {i}:l 4c

Climb the steep corner-crack with tough moves midway.

Photo p.354.
FA. John Leonard 2.1.2009

@Ladybower.................. {i}:l 3a

The grooved arete is above Voices in the Bower which starts
down below.
FA. Mick Ward 24.3.2009

D500 1 3b

The left-hand route up over the alcove to the slab above.
FA. Adam Perrett 14.3.2020

@25 e FIL_Jaa

Move past a small overhang to access the slab above.
FA. Sarah Perrett 14.3.2020

Underbower .........cccvuet El:l 5¢

Ascend the slabby wall, overhang and hanging groove with care.
FA. John Leonard 13.3.2020

Like-minded Folk ................___ | 6a

Ciimb past the left edge of a grassy ledge and then head up the
wall to the square notch at the top and lower-off.
FA. Ollie Smart 13.3.2020

® Voices in the Bower.......{g}:l 3c

Climb leftwards to the edge of The Bower and continued up the
arete as for Ladybower.
FA. Mick Ward 1.4.2009

@Upthe]unction {i}m:l 6b

A good climb with a series of excellent moves in its middle
section. The small, detached-looking hold proves to be solid.
FA. Neal Heanes 4.2008

mkoundtheBend..........{i}m:l 6b+

Fine climbing that has a teasing crux. Start up the lower wall
before pulling over a bulge to tackle the slim groove.
FA. Tim Dunsby 1993

L WinterSun...........{é}m:l 6a

A little gem. Climb up through the low bulge, and follow the
open corner to a final, short wall.
FA. John Leonard 14.12.2008

: TimeOutofMind.....{i}@:l 5¢

The right-most line has a difficult lower bulge followed by easier
climbing above.
FA. Mick Ward 8.12.2008

4V Voices in the Mind {i}:l 5¢

A three pitch girdle of the 'Bottom Deckio'.

1) 3. Climb Voices in the Bower to the Bower belay ledge.

2) 5¢. Step back down and traverse right across the wall to a
hanging belay on Time Out of Mind.

3) 3. Climb Time out of Mind to the top.

FA. Andy Dunford, John Leonard 4.5.2010

The Bower

The

Cuttings
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358  The Cuttings Sunlovers Slab

Sunlovers Slab
An isolated boulder perched next to the sea. The climbs
feature steep starts followed immediately by delicate slab
climbing. The slab, as its name suggests, gets plenty of
sun and is next to the sea and convenient for a dip.
Approach - From Church Ope carpark. Walk back up the
road for 50m and at the tiny Portland Museum turn right
onto Church Ope Road. Follow the road under an arch
and down to a flat area with some benches. From here,
walk right, down the path towards Church Ope Cove. A
little way down, cut left along the seaside path for around
400m until level with the far end of The Cuttings (set back
up the hill). Locate a white guano-stained rock on the
edge of the sea - the Sunlovers Slab is 50m to its right.

ypompn] ‘ 1583 puejliog ‘uam pueumd‘

Church Opé
carpa

GPS 50.539721

@) -2431663

SUu0I3UIP 10§ uLIS

Sunlovers Slab

The New Cuttings
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ComeonEileen...........{i}@:l 6a+

Start on the far left of the block and pull up and right with

difficulty onto the slab. Finish more easily.
FA. Adam Perrett 26.2.2011

GrandTour...........{i}@l:l 6a+

Gain the slab as for Come on Eileen, and traverse the block,
finishing at the top of The Portland Crowd. 1t is probably wise
to move up and clip the second bolt on the top slab of Come
on Eileen before making the exposed traverse. Bring up your

second to retrieve the gear.
FA. John Leonard 19.3.2011

© Boys Will be Girls ....... St (GBI ] 6

Cross the steepest part of the roof to powerful, fingery moves
over the lip. Delicate slab climbing follows.
FA. Mick Ward 19.3.2011

Shockwave.........coovuuees {i}:l 5¢

Enjoyable moves through a weakness in the left-hand side of the

scoop in the roof. Pull onto the slab using a cherty nodule.
FA. John Leonard 19.2.2011

Sunlover........covvuiennnns {i}:l 6a

Another good pitch pulling through the steep section.
FA. Mick Ward 12.2.2011

The Portland Crowd............ {i}:l 5¢

The right-hand side of the scoop in the roof. The steep lower

wall gives good climbing, but the best holds are not obvious.
FA. Mick Ward 15.2.2011

The Cuttings

Emmie Chadwick demonstrating some
of the technicalities encountered on
the well-named The Cutting Edge
(6c+) - p.342 - at The Cuttings. Photo:
Sam Parsons
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